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Genome-Wide Association of Thymus and
Spleen Mass in Chicken
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Abstract: [Objective] Genome-wide association study (GWAS) is a new strategy to identify genes and chromosome regions
associated with complex traits. [Method] A total of 728 Beijing-You chickens from 50 families were genotyped by 60K SNP
Illumina iSelect chicken array. GWAS was performed to study the candidate loci affecting thymus weight and spleen weight at 100
days of age. [Result] It was found that 24 SNPs were significantly associated with target traits at Bonferroni corrected 5%
genome-wise threshold, including Janus kinase 1 (JAK1), zinc finger DHHC-type containing 8 (ZDHHCS8). vav 3 guanine nucleotide
exchange factor (VAV3), SATB homeobox 1 (SATB1) and other genes near these SNPs, and 84 SNPs reached both the significance of
‘suggestive linkage’ and 5% chromosome-wise threshold. [ Conclusion] These indentified genes and SNPs offered essential
information for understanding of the molecular mechanisms of immune organs development and facilitated the application of
marker-assisted selection in diseases-resistance breeding program in chicken.
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Table 1 Bonferroni-corrected 5% chromosome-wise significance
threshold after quality control

Hetofk 5%t A KT 22 M
Chromosome 5% chromosome-wise significance threshold
1 7.27E-06
2 9.67E-06
3 1.27E-05
4 1.58E-05
5 2.39E-05
6 3.10E-05
7 2.84E-05
8 3.76E-05
9 4.30E-05
10 3.97E-05
11 4.30E-05
12 3.81E-05
13 4.68E-05
14 5.15E-05
15 5.28E-05
16 2.50E-03
17 6.02E-05
18 6.23E-05
19 6.31E-05
20 3.50E-05
21 6.49E-05
22 1.86E-04
23 8.52E-05
24 7.66E-05
25 2.99E-04
26 7.91E-05
27 1.16E-04
28 9.23E-05
LGE22C19W28_E50C23 5.10E-04
LGE64 5.00E-02
7 2.88E-05
0 8.94E-05

0 FRALE A K1 SNPs FT{E G f4
0 means the SNPs are not assigned to any chromosome

RAS oncogene family, Rab23) Fl4%fg, & DHHC A
8 (zinc finger, DHHC-type containing 8, ZDHHCS8) 2§
BB FER ;s 16 > SNP 5 I H 2 2 KK, 0 A 7E 1.
2. 3. 4. 8. 13, 19. 25 S Yufifhk, TEHPIEA DR
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Table 2  Descriptive statistics of immune organs mass

TR ¥IfE PRt % 5 R
Trait Mean SD CV (%)
MR E (g)  Thymus weight 7.29 2.84 38.98
JEAEE (g)  Spleen weight 2.24 0.63 28.30

5 IMDS %4 MDS component 1

3 50 P &, FREFERE DN ABE R,
There are fifty kinds of colors in the plot, where each indicates one family

& 1

ARG S YRR
Fig.1 Sample structure identified by MDS analysis
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Table 3 Bonferroni-corrected 5% genome-wise significant SNPs for immune organs mass
PEIR P/ EEREN ANTaR=Y WEALE (bp) o3lie | P fH
Trait Chromosome SNP ID Position (bp) Nearest gene P value
i) A 8 Gga_rs10728975 29 461 390 413bp U SERBP1 1.83E-07
Thymus 2 Gga_rs14190160 60 599 203 75kb U MBOAT1 4.42E-07
weight 3 Gga,_rs15338648 46 604 544 499kb D OKI 5.04E-07
3 Gga_rs14390093 89581 344 30kb D RAB23 6.89E-07
1 GGaluGA053529 170 363 882 232kb D WBP4 1.15E-06
15 GGaluGA106501 1683 190 272kb D ZDHHCS 1.51E-06
8 Gga_rs16648960 29 033 857 JAK1L 1.58E-06
8 Gga_rs13684954 29974 237 NEGR1 2.28E-06
JI ik 13 Gga_rs16074130 8888 130 78kb U DUSP1 1.89E-09
Spleen 13 Gga_rs14053588 5118110 6kb D ODZ2 1.37E-08
weight 25 Gga_rs16081332 172 841 14kb D UBQLN4 3.99E-07
13 GGaluGA094326 10 260 268 PDLIM7 4.76E-07
19 GGaluGA128533 8 237 445 108kb U LHX1 5.17E-07
4 Gga_rs14479254 62 812 058 47kb D UBE2D3 5.37E-07
13 GGaluGA093620 8442102 20kb D CSNK1A1 7.60E-07
19 GGaluGA128842 8814 078 14kb D MIR1585 1.14E-06
2 Gga_rs16045363 82 061 010 4kb U NSUN2 1.56E-06
13 Gga_rs14064689 17 035 006 42kb U FNIP1 1.97E-06
19 Gga_rs13575891 8223562 122kb U LHX1 2.14E-06
2 Gga_rs14163884 34791 768 344kb U SATB1 2.44E-06
1 Gga_rs13828754 16 547 084 144kb D ABCD2 2.55E-06
8 Gga_rs16616786 1113985 VAV3 2.64E-06
1 GGaluGA007298 21154 223 460kb U TRABD 2.75E-06
3 Gga_rs14363919 58 455 215 252kb D TBPL1 2.77E-06

U. D RFIXAFRICTEREE 1 _LiFF (upstream) 3TV (downstream). T[] U means ‘upstream of”, and D ‘downstream of °. The same as below
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JILIET I 1K BT AE SRIBEAN 5% (0 1A /K~ Ji 2 or FE55 1 AR ELA RIRAO T AT 37 A SNP A, 47 7 4>
MO8AAN, BEETHR 4. 1 69 N HMRER RN fLAUEh O AE 1 SOk, 6 MEPIIG(E 8 TH
SNP fizmith, A 29 ANFINIEF] 5% 5 ta kK1 52 k. 755 M EASCEIHTA 71 4> SNP i, 7353
108 /> 5 AR BV £ SRk, Herp 55 AN [RIIN Ik ) 5%k 11 ML AAE 13, 19 Geif k.

AR 5 BRI ZE LRI 4 R A 20 3 Ffor

-log10 (Observed value)

3

Yt 4k Chromosome

BEARAR RO T g R S, b 0 FREALE RAN SNP FrFESLtafk, 29 F1 30 4p BIARFIEBH: LGE64. LGE22C19W28_E50C23, 31 fi# Z #utn
Ao AR R HT P AERI-logl0 &5 50 . B0 LR NIA L KK T 502 35 BIMEL, ZLEELR il 2 AL R E L.

The scale on the X-axis represents ID of chromosomes , where 0 means the chromosome unknown SNPs are located in. Twenty-nine and thirty represent the
linkage groups LGE22C19W28_E50C23 and LGE64, respectively. Z chromosome is represented by 31. The scale on the Y-axis is the -log10(p-value) score of
association analysis. The black dotted line is drawn at -log;o(2.81<10) to show those significant at the genome-wise 5% threshold, and the red dashed line
indicates genome-wise significance of suggestive association. The same as below
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Fig.2 Manhattan plot of genome-wide association analysis for thymus weight
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Fig.3 Manhattan plot of genome-wide association analysis for spleen weight
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Table 4 SNPs significant at both genome-wise level of suggestive linkage and 5% chromosome-wise level for immune organs mass
PEIR POERES Frid 5 YEALE (bp) IR B P {8
Trait Chromosome SNP ID Position (bp) Nearest gene P value
ikq it 5 1 Gga_rs13965712 167566778 1056kb D TDRD3 4.01E-06
Th}’mus 11 GGaluGA076260 8381835 VPS35 4.49E-06
welont 8 GGaluGA333517 30421933 8kb D TNNI3K 5.15E-06
4 GGaluGA257892 49801627 129kb D MIR1730 5.22E-06
1 Gga_rs13958952 162407548 1269kb D DACH1 6.25E-06
1 Gga_rs13767623 162445969 1308kb D DACH1 6.25E-06
1 Gga_rs13959080 162560816 1422kb D DACH1 6.25E-06
1 Gga_rs13959089 162605930 1468kb D DACH1 6.25E-06
39 Gga_rs14752843 17500236 718kb U DEPDC1B 6.37E-06
1 Gga_rs14912706 170345075 214kb D WBP4 6.73E-06
14 Gga_rs14069780 1650011 345kb U PDGFA 8.63E-06
2 Gga rs14146198 18343362 58kb D NEBL 8.65E-06
11 Gga rs15623224 18487706 28kb D HSBP1 9.52E-06
26 GGaluGA195519 1223599 808bp D HBXIP 1.05E-05
18 Gga_rs15036330 1335451 327kb U NDEL1 1.08E-05
5 GGaluGA271489 78383 14kb U TCIRG1 1.22E-05
16 GGaluGA111800 172967 2kb U TRIM7.2 1.32E-05
5 Gga_rs14535708 41344453 35kb D ANGEL1 1.33E-05
16 Gga_rs14738106 253412 3kb D B-G 1.35E-05
27 Gga_rs15242584 3533018 20kb U MIR196-1 1.51E-05
26 Gga_rs14300259 3609652 8kb D DCLRE1B 2.13E-05
12 Gga_rs14693691 15908959 102kb U MITF 2.24E-05
8 Gga_rs14658377 30184528 138kb D NEGR1 2.39E-05
28 GGaluGA201132 915274 ELAVL1 2.52E-05
28 Gga rs15246217 992268 36kb U ZBTB7A 2.56E-05
8 Gga_rs14656538 28184940 83kb U USP1 3.41E-05
26 GGaluGA194988 508552 14kb D ZC3H11A 3.88E-05
13 GGaluGA096273 13485473 75kb D NPY7R 4.60E-05
16 Gga_rs16057130 6471 cD1C 5.58E-05
J i 21 Gga_rs16708880 2272002 23kb D MXRA8 3.38E-06
Sp"ee” 1 GGaluGA079031 18211798 34kb D CDH13 4,02E-06
welght 1 GGaluGA007306 21208982 405kb U TRABD 4.04E-06
3 Gga_rs15357408 54157844 93kb D EZR 4.65E-06
3 Gga_rs15360451 55977438 32kb D TXLNB 4.74E-06
9 Gga_rs13763624 11896431 SLC9A9 5.01E-06
17 Gga rs14101418 5286958 52kb U MIR455 5.64E-06
11 Gga_rs15622493 17802751 CDH13 5.90E-06
13 Gga_rs10730693 10290844 7kb D PRELID1 6.94E-06
1 Gga_rs13977861 178777943 590bp U N4BP2L2 7.05E-06
6 GGaluGA306311 34346456 36kb U ADAM12 7.61E-06
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PR Qetafk rid s B E (bp) i B A P 1

Trait Chromosome SNP ID Position (bp) Nearest gene P value
2 GGaluGA141131 35129712 6kb U SATB1 7.81E-06
3 Gga_rs14383527 82187585 11kb U HMGN3 8.34E-06
27 GGaluGA199681 2830999 26kb U MAPT 8.53E-06
11 Gga_rs14027347 17794509 CDH13 8.67E-06
2 Gga_rs14208177 81048138 542kb D CCT5 8.68E-06
13 GGaluGA097753 17017180 60kb U FNIP1 8.79E-06
6 Gga_rs14593364 32714968 135kb D ATE1 1.07E-05
13 Gga_rs13816807 8918497 48kb U DUSP1 1.07E-05
10 Gga_rs15566782 5569520 359kb D MIR190 1.08E-05
13 GGaluGA094535 10542170 34kb D THOC3 1.19E-05
13 Gga_rs14053206 5537294 480kb D ODZ2 1.29E-05
4 Gga_rs14479812 63237488 29kb D CYP4V2 1.32E-05
4 GGaluGA247393 14639399 285kb D LOC772071 1.35E-05
25 GGaluGA194549 1665159 RPRD2 1.49E-05
15 Gga_rs14087152 1411045 ZDHHC8 1.80E-05
18 GGaluGA120142 4507247 EXOC7 2.02E-05
26 GGaluGA195609 1359621 22kb U SRSF3 2.04E-05
20 GGaluGA181051 11724087 118kb D RAE1 2.12E-05
10 Gga_rs15565303 4952201 139kb U LACTB 2.16E-05
11 Gga_rs14027782 18494367 34kb D HSBP1 2.39E-05
10 Gga_rs14000016 1494996 99kb D MIR1623 2.44E-05
19 GGaluGA128608 8338624 7kb U LHX1 2.55E-05
28 GGaluGA201514 1491998 74kb U OAZ1 2.56E-05
22 Gga_rs15998400 1945784 323kb U LOC431251 2.60E-05
14 GGaluGA102929 8607671 81kb D ARL6IP1 2.68E-05
9 GGaluGA338748 11937809 SLC9A9 2.92E-05
28 Gga_rs16210005 904973 6kb U ELAVL1 3.14E-05
15 Gga_rs15762834 1499563 88kb D ZDHHC8 3.18E-05
12 Gga_rs14045963 16813097 159kb D FOXP1 3.28E-05
28 Gga_rs13663757 1318682 5kb U ANP32B 3.37E-05
10 GGaluGA067141 5362984 153kb D MIR190 3.40E-05
18 GGaluGA118339 1682299 NDEL1 3.50E-05
13 Gga_rs14990434 4751423 0ODz2 3.55E-05
10 GGaluGA065898 1538016 142kb D MIR1623 3.74E-05
9 Gga_rs14677514 18398342 52kb D TTC14 3.79E-05
19 Gga_rs15855848 9535076 RAP1GAP2 3.90E-05
19 Gga_rs14124079 9623537 78kb D RAP1GAP2 3.90E-05
19 GGaluGA129062 9638620 93kb D RAP1GAP2 3.90E-05
19 Gga_rs14124099 9741222 196kb D RAP1GAP2 3.90E-05
19 Gga_rs14124107 9797340 252kb D RAP1GAP2 3.90E-05
19 Gga_rs14124132 9805581 260kb D RAP1GAP2 3.90E-05
19 Gga_rs15855853 9536343 RAP1GAP2 4.04E-05
17 Gga_rs14739097 5221453 118kb U MIR455 4.63E-05
18 Gga_rs10724095 4233354 SRSF2 5.51E-05
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& AL T SERBPL 2 [A I i 413 bp 4t ) SNP
(Gga_rs10728975) « JAKL Z [Al 4 75 -FH1 (1) SNP (Gga_
rs16648960) FIHPZ&AK YT+ 1 W& FH SNP
(Gga_rs13684954) . SERBP1 Zwht | 4T 15 JH s
FFIHEII (PAI-LDMRNA 256 8 11, AT fi# PAI-1 mRNA
Faett, 4khmiass PAI-L JERNRIE, ARSI
(PA) FEZ PAI-L %, BMNEIENAEIS 52
AN R ERTEGAR (localized proteolysis) f1)4E BRI B i
FE, ZLAVE . PR A0 M AR 2R AN e 2 s AR Y,
SERBP1 [{/B 445 244 CGI-55 i£ % 5 CHD-3 /3 4
BB R, JAKL B TR R AR
MG QAK) KRB Z—, BS5RNF2 40
TIMESHS, WG JAKL mile /N SRR B gn
B AR EOREREE, T HASREMROR H 1L-24 IL-4. 1L-7
IFNo/B AT IFNy S24RRf5 5P, EfiiR/ RS A E ik
IR, I JAKISTAT {55l S &4t T
AR R R B AT ARG, NEGRL fEMZRHE .
PR A KRR vy T B R, fEAK
WFF 12 DR 5 A EE R L B 4 4 IR A 25,
3 Stk A 2 AN SR E R OSBRI A,
gy A 2T QKL A R i 499 kb Ak SNP
(Gga_rs15338648)F17 T Rab23 i 30 kb 4k f#) SNP
(Gga_rs14390093) . QKI J& T STAR (signal transduction
and activation of RNA) FKi&Ek i, 22 RNALE
HH, AT AZ 5 AR R AR 2 2 D) A DG I
281 |5 Al PRI 7t 2 B R AR MG A R B 4 2R
i, WA T IR AR AR Xy
AN TR A AT EERY, DL AR I R
Gelt R R AR R, B R RIS R LK
Bt —XEERNE R, P s R
ZIE VRN, $275 Fon] REAE S % R g h HoAA B 24k
H. Rab23 f&/Is GTP M 5 fk Rab X, WFFLEE
A Rab23 J& SHH (Sonic Hedgehog) 155 i@ i f 71 1
BT, kY, S 58 E R E M

ML ig e, 51 R i Rk I AR ot R 9 AR
FABA, B B0 SHH 35 DR Rk /I BSUVE A m o B2 40
(R B 4 R LB,

15 SHfk BF 1 Sszma iR E AL SNP

(GGaluGA106501) , A sifii T ZDHHC8 J:[A T
Uit 272 kb &b . ZDHHC8 H: K 1R 1T i 4 i — Fh AR A Bt %
Folly, FRAEMEE B2 5 8 A TR B2 o LY
—FhEI T S B T8 7730, ZDHHCS TR A28 K
P TE A ) 2 PP A KPR IE, TR R B AR 220
JRZ S S S R E B, H Rt
ZDHHCS [ 7T 3= EERR K5 4 73 RERE S5 K F90 (1
%J:[37-39]o

15135 Jutafh 1 I 5 A5 LT B\ 2 DG BRI
A o3 R T DUSPL 2E K] i 78 kb &b SNP(Gga_
rs16074130) . ODZ2 [ i 6 kb &) SNP (Gga_
rs14053588) . PDLIM7 ZE[X ) SNP (GGaluGA
094326).CSNK1AL %X it 20 kb 4b ) SNP(GGaluGA
093620) A1 FNIPL ZE[X Vi 42 kb 4bf) SNP (Gga_
rs14064689) . DUSPL & {4 U k% P4 ¥ — Fh i i 1
TRV INK. p38 MAPK 1 ERK 4 MAPK %
R 5L R AL L35, MAPK S8 A 57 38 3 389 i —
BB {2 ¢ 1 DR 7 1 2 08 7 TR 9 E S HR Ok B A
U4 ODZ2 R SRR T, BERIET
XA RS, JHEKEPIE RS, ik
KB WA EEAL fORGINEEE (AER) FIK
WIEPEIX G 212, Vinatzer KIL ODZ2 5 A%
MALT #k B8 %1, PDLIM7 J& PDZ-LIM 5 %5t
2, PDZ-LIM %%t 4% B 0 i A 52 g 144,
Krause Z:F 7t & Bl PDLIM7 58RI AR RO IE K B4
581, CSNKLAL s 8 ¥l 1 SR R, T Wnt,
Hedgehog. TGFB. NF-AT Fl TNFo/NF-xB 41 (5
SR A R, FNIPL L 5 60 S
# (FLCN) #i&HAE, 25 FLCN W 1) AMPK,
mMTOR A1 TGF-B {5 5 B fry i 35147481,

19 Sk B 3 AN 2 5 RVE 2 007 4, 4y
AT LHX1 ZE [ i 108 kb &b 1) SNP(GGaluGA
128533)#11 122 kb 4L SNP(Gga_rs13575891).MIR1585
i 14 kb 40 1F) SNP (GGaluGA128842) . LHX1 #2& LIM
[F s R SR B 7, A — R R I 3 s K7, LIM
I 9058 e DR o 42 A P — R 35 TR fy 0k e M
B MBI R E A SIS S 1 A, FE4LZY
it i, RHEMERARKEIERE TNE
ZREERYY., SUN RI LHX1 %1k SHH 155



15 i G EAE X i SRR U IR ) A 3 PR R IR 3173

AR, B A5 4 ) X VR I 1) A X 88K A it R B
MIR1585 Zwf—> 91 Fl &K FE ) microRNA, 5T iE
52, microRNA 2 5= ALY R 4. %
TS 8RS BT J A B it 1 Zh g B

25 S etk F 47T UBQLN4 Cubiquilind) J:[H
% 14 kb 4b1) SNP (Gga_rs16081332) . 4 ‘S 4 fafk |-
fi7F UBE2D3 (ubiquitin-conjugating enzyme E2D 3)
FEPKI R 47 Kb AbY) SNP (Gga_rs14479254) . 8 ‘5
ek VAV3 FEK N SNP (Gga_rs16616786) 3
Sytatk | TBPL1 (TATA-Binding Protein-like 1) 3&
A R 252 kb 4L SNP (Gga_rs14363919) 55 i fik &
SR, Zhou ZEUIZE P RS >l fii 48 A A 1 >Fayoumi
A F2 RIEREAR T, RIN 4 54t 1k 181.6 cM b AT
fE—AN52m 56 HEEMATE K] QTL, Gga_rs14479254
fir Tt QTL WefE Fr /e B LM, UBQLN4 4ifig i
EHAZRFEOZRGENR, Z5EAEN 20E
15 AR, UBE2D3 212 R & MM RN E2 B
FRROL,  TEAE R I B 15 8 i e 45 8 AR
FI®, VAV3 j&% 5 Rho GTP /il 5 GTP. GDP 44
BN S IR A K 7, WFFE R W VAV 2 B 4l
RE. BCR 5 5#HFLLE TCR 1555 5 it i
7B, TBPLY 2 5 MM B sele ik i, Ak
Il L 22 4 S SR SR i % 8 BT 75 7L,

1 S3mk B 2 AN R E R B SNP, )
%) /& ABCD2 ( ATP-binding cassette sub-family D
member 2) &K Fif 144 kb 4t f) SNP (Gga_
rs13828754) A1 TRABD (TraB domain containing) %
BA L3 460 kb 4bff) SNP (GGaluGA007298) . Zhou
ellgp 1 2 Yefa ik 109459 ctM CHJHEAE . 35.4 Mb
—163.8 Mb) Ak BN 56 HEERIEE QTL, Gga_
rs13828754 £l GGaluGA007298 HJf7 Ttk QTL i iff
i, ABCD2 J& T ABC BXRIEM A, Z 5K HENLEE
il A §58P9,

2 Sk | NSUN2 (NOP2/Sun domain family,
member2) %[ LJiF 4 kb 4k SNP (Gga_rs16045363)
FISATBL %:[A] L7 344 kb &b 1) SNP(Gga_rs14163884)
55 U 35 I . Zhou 25TVE B 2 5 kA 103.7 cM
AAEAE—AN 520 56 H 8B QTL, Gga_rs14163884
PP ILBHE. NSUN2 B RNA HIEHBEEEE, 2
5 42 4y S vh o R R 2H B A Y 0 R o B A5 22 Al S
WS, AR IEH ARSI HE%0, SATBL &
— P SRR e AR B T A S B, RN R A P A T
B diffiz iR ERIL, S5 Y0 B s P I T AN

PP RN RIS, W TRERMBREEM T
21 M R B T e A E ) 1 RO,
4 ZEip

AHEFA G 60K SNP i, i i 43 K B4y
PR BLEZ XS 100 H ke %)% &% F # SNP 108 4> 1% 5%
SRR RERALE 24 4, A REC A IAH]
5% A /KT 2 3 47 4T 84 A4S, #EI T JAKL. Rab23.
ZDHHC8. VAV3, SATB1 it [K . Judh s i fig
FIRRIE R 8531 VR ML AT R FH A ic il Bk £ T J
XU B AR AL 10 B B A .
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